ORANGE COUNTY ... CHALLENGES AND ISSUES

The Counly confinucs b promale & a3,

Howewer greal the healthy and prosperous environment and
hardibips and the trio remains a greal place o live and work.
shrt loem sheed mge  FoWever, the County still faces many chal-

lenges. Prior 1o Sepiember 11, 2001, ihe growih
o the mational CUT Y [GOF was sbawing
After the ragic events, the drop bocane oven
haman freedom wil steeplr. The uncerainty of budget implications
- o the Siate level could result Inoa loss of Fund-
ing for counties. Eventmlly, there could be 3
pegative Empact on the County’s ooonsmy.
Theeefore, it i important For the Couniy 1o
remain vigilant in setting ;mli..':..'. in being pre-
pared and In protecting Orange County mesl-
dents,

Amercn will endure

1l tRe couse ol

Safety. In keeplng with one of ity core
Busdieses, public salfety. the County
Ras lmken sicps (o protect s Cllons
and is asecis beyond providing
SherllT services, The County of
Drange is actively engaged with all of
the County’s ciths and other Special
Dsarfcts e Fire, School, Water and
Sanitation Disrrices) in insuring that
the County ks well prepared to face
Ay significant thoeat to life and
properiy as a resuli of such events as
major fines, oody cartbgquakes, civil
unrest amd amy significant cven
occurring at the San Onofre Nuchear
Gencraling Station.

ORANGE COUNTY ... CHALLENGES AND ISSUES (cont'd)

Through close conrdinathon with Orange Counly s _|l.|.ri'rd||.'l'iu||.\, the Muclear
Regulatory Commission, the State Office of Emergency Services (DES) and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)L the County's
Emcrgency Operathons Center (ECC) s poadtioned 1o deal with any of the
absive disasiers,

Ihe County has also regently increased the bevel of secunty at John Wayne
Almport which has resulted in a signiflcant increase in costs,  The Coanty
will need 10 mapage the stuation and be prepared for financial impacts on
s Budiet and ihe Strategic Flnandal Plan.

Ihe Stabe. The Saie cnergy prodicament incncases Oosls o hoth busingss-
o and resbdents and therefore has the poteniial of hindering job growih
The County Budget for Fiscal Year 2001-2002 allocates 519 million in
General Purpose Revenue for electricity and natural gas costs which s a
409 Increase over last year, |n addition, the presure the energy sluatlon
places on the State budger may resull In bkess financlal suppon for kocal
government. The County B closely monitoring the State’s situation and
pecparcd 10 make any adi;miments that are neocsary o the Stralegle
Financial Flan,

Senbor Services. Senlor clilzens represent the
fastest growing population in Orange County
The growth in the senior population will
meguine spedial senvkoes In antas such as irans-
portation, delivery of medical services, senjor
hoarsingl, entertainment and jl:.h furmoaer. One
of the larges! concerms s the peed lor assiied
liwing hous-
ing. Assisied
liwing units
are for thoac
semiors  over
seventy-live
whia do Aot
nied o e in

a nursing
hodne, But da
need  asslx-

lance with
dressing.
bathing.
shopping cic.
Ansisted v
g umiis have
traditionally
il Ty
expensive.
With the downtum in the cconomy, the number of scniors who can afford
bo pay lor such bousing has declined, The challenge now bevomes 10 pro-
wide aalvted living bousing for senbors bul, at affordable ralex
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